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A vivid, exciting historical fantasy adventure that
follows 14-year-old Ava, a reluctant watchmaking
apprentice, through 1858 London and a dark, distorted
mirror city, called Donlon. At this time London is the
biggest city the world has ever seen; it’s fast, furious
and often brutal. The latest terror is that people are
disappearing into thin air - when they return, they are
damaged. Their souls are torn.

In When Days Tilt, Ava stumbles across a shocking
revelation that turns her life upside down when she
discovers that the body in her mother’s grave is that of
a stranger and encounters Donlon for the first time. Ava
has to discover who her mother really is, who she really
is and how they are both connected to both Donlon and
the mysterious disappearances - the snatchings.

In When Souls Tear, Ava is back in London in 1858
and time snatchers are still at large. Ava is no closer

to completing the task her mother set her — destroying
the remaining time snatchers and ending snatching in
two worlds. She finds that even her developing powers
are not enough to fight a new foe — who has terrifying,
destructive abilities and ambitions of absolute power.

Biography

Karen Ginnane is a Melbourne-based writer whose
debut MG/YA historical fantasy novel, When Days Tilt,
came out in July 2021 with Penguin Random House.
When Days Tilt was book one in the Time Catchers
duology, with the climactic When Souls Tear released
in July 2022. Karen received an Invited Residency from
Varuna Writers House to work on When Souls Tear.
Both books have also sold into Russia.

Karen self-published ahead of the curve at the age of
ten in her home town of Perth in Western Australia.
Since A Horse Named Ginger was released, Karen has
been variously employed as a freelance copywriter,

a marketing director for Paramount Pictures in
London, a grain weighbridge operator in rural WA, a
swimming teacher, a life model, a deckhand in Chile
and an English teacher in Japan.A career highlight was
teaching a Catholic nun to bellydance. Karen lived in
London for over a decade, married a Londoner and
brought him back to Australia with their two children.

Karen finds the tilted and the strange in the everyday
and is also passionate about history. She uses the real
world and history to mine ideas for stories that explore
themes of connection, found family, self-discovery, the
importance of true friends and allies, truth-finding and
how you use your time on this earth.

Karen’s contacts:

Website: www.karenginnane.com

Email: @kjginnane@gmail.com

Instagram: @ginnanekaren

Twitter: @kjginnane

Agent: danielle@jacintadimase.com.au
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Possible topics and panellist
ideas for panel discussions

1.

How books can save and change lives. Stories define
us and give our lives shape and represent us. The
importance of seeing yourself on the page, whoever
you are. Writing under-represented writers (without
cultural appropriation.)

. Finding your voice, finding your tribe, and how

this might not be where you’ve grown up. The
importance of found family and embracing non-
traditional family structures.

. The importance of time - taking agency and using

your time on this earth in the best way possible. This
is an underlying theme of both books.

. Killing off the ideal of the ‘solo hero’- how nobody is

an island and it takes more than one hero to save the
world. The invisible support structures underneath
so-called saviours.

. Debut author insights on finally achieving author

status at the age of 53.

. What is family? Various forms of family on the page.

. Building worlds on the page, both historical and

fantastic, and what goes into that. How we make
another world come alive in a reader’s mind.

. The importance of reading for kids and adults, and

especially if you want to be a writer.

. Using fantasy as a vehicle to examine our own

reality. Looking at our humanity through the prism of
fantasy and how fantasy can shed light on the most
human of issues.

‘In conversation’ topics for
a one-on-one interview

1. The importance of new eyes on old history and
putting underrepresented voices on the page.
How fiction can help us unlearn received ideas about
history, conditioning, lenses that we view the world
through, unpicking entrenched ideas, as well as
showing us what might come next and how we’re
connected to what’s been.

2. The importance and power of fantasy - how it
instructs us about real life via the imagination.
How misguided it is to look down on genre and
fantasy, compared to literary fiction. ‘Literature is a
luxury, while story is a necessity.” G.K. Chesterton

3. The imagination as the most important tool that a
human brain can wield and how to carry that vital,
childlike ability into adulthood.

Workshops
From Real to Weird

Karen uses the real world and history as a jumping off

point into fantasy, with examples from her own writing.

The workshop draws on participants;” own experiences

to create a new world via fast-moving writing exercises.

These build on each other and progress participants’
own ideas so that they end the workshop with a unique
story world. Adult and kids versions available.

How to Write Immersively

Sinking your story into place and making place work as
character, as well as developing characters from place.
Karen takes participants on a walk through London and
its history and draws on her own experience in writing
London as character, alongside exercises on how to
make your own writing as immersive as possible.

Endorsements

‘Karen Ginnane’s writing is deeply imaginative,
and totally immersive.’
Amie Kaufman, New York Times bestselling author.

‘An atmospheric, visceral read that cast its otherworldly
thrall from the first page.’
Sam Ellen-Bound, author of Seven Wherewithal Way

‘Ginnane deftly combines well drawn characters,
masterful world building and a highly original plot
with family at its core for a thoroughly entertaining,
insightful and satisfying read.” CBCA ‘Reading TIme’.

‘Karen’s writing workshop is interactive, structured and
engaging. Students will find themselves well down their
fantasy writing pathways in less than an hour. Using her
own writing journey as a stimulus she prompts students
to use their unique experiences to begin a story in their
comfortable, known world. Then she helps them to
open new doors of possibility.

The workshop subtitle, “From real to weird”, isn’t
just marketing. This is how she gets students flexing
their imaginative muscles. With a series of prompts
she guides young writers to move from description to
creativity in easy steps.

Karen worked with my Y7 class for fifty minutes and
I can’t imagine a better introduction to the fantasy
writing genre.” Sasha Kober, English and Humanities
Teacher, Princes Hill Secondary College
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One girl... two worlds. .. two gueens.

KAREN GINNANE

Synopsis

Magic, mystery and darkness — a
gripping fantasy adventure for lovers of
Philip Pullman’s The Golden Compass.
In this page-turning debut, one girl must
figure out why she is the key to two
worlds, before time itself falls under the
control of the powerful and the greedy.

It’s 1858, and there are two queens on
the throne. Victoria reigns over London,
the biggest city the world has ever
known. But London has a secret shadow
city, called Donlon, where another
queen, the Green Witch, rules her own
domain — time.

London is in turmoil. The Thames is at
the height of the Great Stink; a blazing
comet is searing the sky; technology is
moving so fast it seems otherworldly;
and the city is exploding with more
people than it can hold. Ava, a fourteen-
year-old Londoner, feels trapped by the
limited life of a young Victorian woman
and by her watchmaking apprenticeship
with her father. Her predictable world is
turned upside down when she discovers
that the body in her mother’s grave is not
her mother, but a stranger.

When Ava goes in search of her real
mother and her true identity, she is thrust
into the dark world of Donlon and must
fight a battle to save those she loves and
the future of both worlds . . .

Author

Karen Ginnane is a Melbourne-based
author for middle grade and young
adult readers. Penguin Random House
Australia is publishing her debut novel
Tilt and its sequel When Souls Tear,
historical fantasy adventures set in
Victorian London and a parallel city.

Karen has been variously employed

as a freelance copywriter, a marketing
director for Paramount Pictures in
London, a grain weighbridge operator
in rural WA, a swimming teacher, a
life model, a deckhand in Chile and an
English teacher in Japan. She’s also
taught creative writing and bellydance,
published short stories and in 2020
received a Varuna Creative Retreat
Fellowship for When Souls Tear.

“When Days Tilt invites readers into
a vibrant and intricate world, full
of imagination and mystery. An
absorbing debut for fans of Philip
Pullman.”

Anna Morgan, author of All That
Impossible Space
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Two girls...two worlds... Who will be queen?

SOULS

TEAR

KAREN B INNANE

Synopsis

Magic, mystery and darkness — a
gripping fantasy-adventure series for
lovers of Philip Pullman’s Northern
Lights. In the page-turning finale to this
enthralling duology, Ava’s developing
powers must help her save two worlds.

It’s 1858, Ava is back in London and
time snatchers are still at large. Ava is
no closer to completing the task her
dying mother set her — destroying the
remaining time snatchers and ending
snatching in two worlds. With her father
and Phoebe suffering the effects of
being torn and Jack back in Donlon, Ava
is on her own. She finds that even her
developing powers as Time Daughter
are not enough to fight a new foe — who
has terrifying, destructive abilities and
ambitions of absolute power.

Author

Karen Ginnane has worked as a freelance
copywriter, a marketing director for
Paramount Pictures in London, a grain
weighbridge operator in rural WA,

a swimming teacher, a life model, a
deckhand in Chile and an English teacher
in Japan. She’s also taught creative
writing and bellydance, published short
stories and in 2020 received a Varuna
Creative Retreat Fellowship.

“Perfect for readers who love
imaginative historical fantasy
with a dash of steampunk.’
Sam Ellen-Bound, author of
Seven Wherewithal Way

“An absorbing debut for fans of
Philip Pullman.”
Anna Morgan, author of
All That Impossible Space



